NEW ALBANY & SALEM RAILROAD:
GOSPORT STATION

GOSPORT, INDIANA
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THE (05TOFT STATIN 1 A RARE AND WELL- FRE™
JERIED EXMPALE OF A TYFE OF STATION WHICH WAS FAIRLY COM~
MON N THE EARLY DAYS OF AMERIAN RAILROAD BAUILDING , DT
WHIGH DECAME ODLOLETE LONY BEFORE THE. END OF THE NINE-

CENTUR. N ADDITION TD FASSENGER- ROOME, THIS TYFE:
OF ZTATION INUUPDED A LARYE OPENING WHICH ALLOWED TRAIN
(o T0 ENTER FOR LOAZING AND UNLOAVING  FREI4HT IN
SOME STATIONS, ONLY ONE END WAS OFEN. AT OTHERS, LIKE
YosFORT, THE TRAKS LEAD THROUyH THE STATION AND OUT
THE OTHER END

THROUAH -STATING ATPEAR TO DE A CLEAR CAE OF
THE APAFTATION OF AN EARLIER., VERNACULAR TYPE OF DUILDING
TO A NEW, INPUSTRIAL LATUATION.  THE. FORM AND CONSTRUCTION
OF THE DUILANA “FEM T0 DE DORROWEY DIRELTLY FROM €M~
ME BRI DARNG WITH WooD TRUSS ROOT®. THERE 1S EVI—
VENCE THAT AT LEAST EXAMALES OF THROUGH— A"
TIONS (0R TRAIN DARNG) WERE ACTUALLY (ONSIDEREDTO BE
' GAPLES FOR THE IRON HORGE." THEY HOUSED ENGINES AND
HAD DDORS WHICH COULD BE SHUT AT NIGHT.

AT LEAST PVE OTHER STATIONG OF THE TRAIN BARN TFE
ARE KNOWN TD HAVE ENOTED IN INDIANA. HOWEVER, SINCE EN—
(INE> PRAED DIRELTLY UNDER THEIR WOOD ROOFe, THEY
WERE. EMREMELY LIKELY T0 CATCH FIRE, AND THEY ALLO QUi
1Y DECAME INAPEQUATE TU HANPLE THE INCREASING VOLUMES OF
FREIGHT CARRED DY RAILROADE THE COSFORT STATION, BUILT
IN THE 19200 EIHER AT THE TIME THE NEW ALDANY AND
DMLEM TRAUL PASSED THROUGH THE TOWN IN 1924 OR SHoRT-
|y THEREATTER, 1© THE ONLY KNONN EXAMAE WHICH REMAING
INTACT. IT” DROUYHT A DOOM TO G0SPORT: BAUT THE RAILROAD
WA NEVER A JREAT FINANCIML SICEZS AND THE TOWN START-
ED 1T 5L0W DECLINE BEFORE THE LAST QUARTER OF THE
CENTURY.
THIO SIRVEY 16 PART OF A LOWq- RANGE PRO4RAM By THE His—
TORIL AMERIAN ENGINEERING RECORD (HAER) TO DOCUMENT
ENYINEERING AND INDUSTRIAL- WORKS IN THE UNITED OTATES.
THE INDIANA GURVEY OF HISTORICALLY GIGNIFICANT STRWURES
WAS LODFON2ORED DVRING THE SUMMER. OF 1970 BY THE
NATIONAL PARK. SERVICE. (HKER), THE HIGTORIC LANDMARKS
FOUNDATION OF INDIANA, AND THE INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIE™
T). FIELD HEADQUARTERS WERE |LOCATED AT THE DEPART-
MENT OF FINE ARTS, INDIANA UNIVERSITY, BLOOMINATON,
INDIANA.
THE FIELD WORK), MEASURED DRAWINGS, HISTORIAL DATA,
AND PHOTOYRAPHS WERE PREFARED UNDER THE AENERAL. Di—

ON oF Douglie L. YRIFFIN, CHIEF, HAER, AND DONALD
B SAUAHEIM  HISTORIM, HAER., FROJECT DIRECTOR-.
THE ©URVEY TEAM CONSISTED OF ¢

hIM OPURGEON, PROJECT SUPERVIZOR. (KANSAS STAME UNIV)
ROBERT BRUECMANN, HISTORIAN (UNIVERGITY OF PENNSYLVANIA)
MICHAEL R. DOLES, ARCHITECT ( DALL STATE UNIVERSITY)

R. DAVID ©CHAAF, ARCHITECT ( CARNEGIE-MELLON UNIVERATY)
PANIEL- VIEYRA, STUDENT AGGISTANT ARCHITELT (RICE UNIVERSITY)
OHARON WASHDURN, STUPENT ASSISTANT ARCHITECT (CORNELL UNIVERSITY)
AEX QRATIOT; PESEARLH ASHISTANT ( BROWN UNIVERSTY)

THE FORMAL HOTOARAPHY WAS DONE B JACH DOWCHER.
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